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INTRODUCTION

[TUITEUPOOWO! w#l UPT 0206 w3l 1 wUl U0 wO! wlUi 1 wUPUOIT w
OEOl UwUOOIl wuUxI| EPI PEWUUDUE!T wUIl EI ObPbgUI U w( UwbkPEU
print shop.

There is some introductory text, addressed to Lucretia Contarini, a woman who must

have been his patroness. Much of it is philosophical in nature, pondering on how God

has designed the beauties of this world to inspire poets and philosophers. Ostaus says
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emulate Him and create wondrous works of their own.

After this introduction is a plate showing the virtuous Lucretia of the Romans,

discovered with her daughters as she instructs them and works with them,

industriously, at needlework. Lucretia is seen as a model Roman matron, practicing

these chaste and wise feminine arts. The accompanying poem celebrates her as a
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On the following text page Ostaus says he has devised all sorts of lovely patterns for the
use of ladies in their needlework. What is interesting is that Ostaus mentions the virtues
This method, he states, makes it easier to show multiple repeats because he expects
some of the patterns will be used as borders. Like other authors, Ostaus points out that
one can affect the size of designs by counting threads. He also describes the prick-and-
pounce method mentioned by other authors earlier in this series.

This work may be the first in this collection to mention enlarging a linear (i.e. ,? | Ui 1
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squares, over which the pattern is drawn. The needleworker then transfers the pattern

square by square onto the working material. If the grid on the working material is made

larger, the foreground design is then proportionally enlarged when itis transferred.
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This is a method | saw suggested in many needlework books before the advent of
photocopying.

The pattern section of this work starts with several pages of designs, drawn on squared
enlargement grids. They are apparently for a type of needle lace, but | am not familiar
with what type of needle lace it might be. Some patterns appear to be meant, by their
orientation, to be intended for the opening front slit of a garment. At the bottom end of
one is a young man (lover?) and anothert a bifurcated mermaid.

Two oddly shaped patterns then appear. They are for bavari| an Italian form of partlet,
or fill -in for a low neckline. This accessory seems to have evolved from a simple
triangular scarf or shawl. Imagine a square folded point to point into a tr iangle, then
worn around the shoulders. The triangular back and point are the parts illustrated here.
The two fronts are like long triangles, and there are then two small connecting pieces
for under the arms. In other books in this 1878 series there are p&erns shown for the
front pieces and connecting side pieces. The patterns Ihave seen indicate that bavari
were worked in needle lace, in punto-en-aero/punta in aria, or reticella.

The squared background patterns just before and after the bavari patterns are lighter in
nature than those before. They show scrolling foliage with grapes, deer, birds, mermen,
griffins, another bifurcated mermaid, dogs, heraldic beasts, owls, acorns, and dancing
putti.

The next section of patterns shows designs that are probaby intended for tapestry
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a Venus and Adonis panel, and a hunting scene. There are some patterns, very Nee
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pattern showing two centaurs, putti playing with bears, griffins and other mythological

beasts.

The final section of this work shows charted patterns, starting with an alphabet. Most of
the patterns show typical geometric and fol iate patterns. Following these are more
interesting designs of birds ¢ one page shows an owl, a goose, a stork, a peacock,
heraldic birds, and others on the ground or in flight. There is a unique pattern showing
a hunter pursuing a stag (headed for a fence) with his hounds.
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Following these pages is a pattern of a bowl or flowers where the pattern scrolls out in a
very graceful way on either side of the vase. A pattern of this style did not occur earlier

in this series. Some Moorish-style fretwork patterns follow this, then a page with

heraldic beasts. The very last group includes a brocaded pattern, fretwork, and two
geometric designs.

The publication stamp at the end repeats basic information from the title page.

-Kathryn Goodwyn, 2011
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LA VERA PERFETTIONE DEL DISEGNO

di.varic_:' for:_i.dx ricami,3udi cucire ogni (orte ui punti,d-fogliami,punti tagliat?, pune: 4 fili,
& umiels!, pumt facraciaci, punti 4 ftuora,& ogn'aiiea aree, chedia opera £ difegui,
Fatro nuouwdtnente per Giouznni Oftaus,
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gox gratia, ¢ sraicgw del [T, Senato Fenctizng speramy ¥

IaVenetia appreflo Giovanni Oitaus, 355 1.

ALLA CLARISSIMA SICNORA LYCRETIA CONTARINIJ,
& per macnimonio Priulanobs ¢ Genuildonna Venetiana.

Dp1o fia fempre lodato d'ogm fuo largo dono, infpirando particolara
mente d gl huominiiconcertin fua gloriaimmortale,& in honordel mon

fg| do. Pracquedfua dunnamaeltade d adornarla terrena machina mondiale
divanavirtute daran mgegnt non fenza fatca ritrouata, & poltain opera

B8l con ben dipinta bellezza, o fanno 1 Pictori, gl Orators, 1 Filofoh, &1 Poe-

ti,1qualineceflariamente niffuna alera cofa piu ftudiano , che labellainuentione , & 'at-
tadifpofitione delle cofe, innanzs, che conducano alcun loro ftudio d qualche perfettio-

ne, & pero 10 latteggio con tucta la forza del mio debilintelletto , & cofi ho compofto

queltartficiofo libretto fopra la vera eccellenza di varie foree di icami d cucire , per ab-

bellir la groconda vaghezza delle belle Donne , & hollo giudicatodegno diluce, Imagte
nandomi d ch1 drizzadolo por, degnamente donar lo potefle, niffuna perfona m'eé venuta
nella mente, allaquale pru conuenic i pofia cotal dono, che a vor Clanfsima SicNoRr &
Lvereria Priula,coronadelle belle & virtuofe Donne; Adunque 2 voicome d chia=
1o fonre, &1illuftre albergo d ogm dorea genti e222, dedico, & confacro quefta mia pro-
hreeuole, & dilettenole fatica. V. Magnificenza, lidegnard dinurare albaflo dono,che
con humul cuore leofferifco,

D:V Magruficenza affettionato feruuecr.

Giouanns Oftaus, 3
b il
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Piodo belsflimo di tratsevere ie fue figluole in opera , come faceuslacafla Lucre* s Romana le fue
Dawi:zc v Coft come & Tovguny infieane col firo marite Collszinn  fu tivuara

immeIIpa e s wasrare Nel sbr. o vded @ Deshedi T Dl

Alla Clarifiima Sigmora Lucretit Prisli, Soneteo alle [aggie , & ui Donne,

Gentild)a::l‘f'mmam . a comfzﬁzione del Libra .

JAnima pellegrina , alma & ferena, Leggiadre doxne , & so: [aggie dongelle
Lacuibelta , conlc mirtute unia, A cui wireste d cior fempre immanmora
Mofiraamortali una piu degna sva, Porgoui guel , che Lalma ui colora
Ch'a commendarti ogn'intellerto mena . D'ingegno , & fauvi d Pallade forelle .,

Lvcririade Priuli,ornata, & piena 8 weft'2 1l decoro delie altere , & belle
D'ogni bontade , in te quafi infinita, ¥ oftre beltads , ¢ now fu mai , n fora
La quale ad bonorartil cor w'inuita Pix chiara fama, Wc
Con quanto puo mia indufiria , &r debol uena., Ladonna, ¢ in Ciel fralalive Fielley

R wil'ingegno donnefeo , oleve fe fleffo Yedrete un giuflo, uago , & bel difegwo,
LexcerafSi ,per far conlago , quanto La lm‘iet} N7 mifird , ¢ larte ;

Da Pocta 6 Pittor vzai fuffe cfpreffo, 51, che poco pint sl inmmortale ingegno ,

R ui fi wedrd ,che s'afforniglia tanto Tal pompa , @ gratiz moftreran mie carte
Ladonng al Creator , fingendo [peffo Che,per gaudiodivete, 5 5 S 5 W ¥ 1 0 degng,
Le uere cofe , & lafigura ¢ lmante s Cent ocein havefle alnp , per comtemplarie.

o 1
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